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AN ANIMISTIC IMPLEMENT OF " CISSBURY TYPE."

B Y H. H. HALLS.

Read at Norwich, February 1st, 1921.

While searching the well known " Cissbury " site at Ringland
(Vide Proc. P. S. E. A., Vol. 1, pp. 340-1, Vol. 2, pp. 340-1, 145-151)
in December last, I found a white Cone with a natural base If
inches by 1J inches, formed by a line of cleavage in the flint.

Animistic Implement from " Cissbury type "site at Ringland, Norfolk.

On one side the implement has a flat face 4 inches in length by
If inches in width. The other face is convex, and has been formed
by the removal of eight flakes, six of these extending for a distance
of 2f inches leaving If inches on which the cortex of the flint
remains. In ordinary circumstances this portion would have been
removed by a transverse blow in order to form the top of the
•cone, but the natural peculiarities of the flint led to its retention
and further retouching in order to form a representation of an
animal. A natural hole and protuberance, associated with the
formation of the flint as a ventriculite, were in the proper position
for an eye, and the removal of part of the cortex revealed the inner
rind so as to form a pupil.

Two flakes 3|th inches in length, struck from the base of the
cone, produced the necessary flattening of the top of the head.
The outline of the forehead and nose was then secured by extremely
fine chipping of the edge of the flint for a distance of If inches,
thus removing the cortex. The nose was made by a further chipping
on the underside for a quarter of an inch, beyond which the edge
of the flake has been treated with minute chipping which has barely
removed the cortex. This cortex is brownish yellow, but for
half an inch at the nose the thin outer coating has been rubbed
away so as to leave the white cortex exposed, and the same process
has been followed in a circle three quarters of an inch in diameter,
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of which the eye is the centre. Probably the most interesting
feature of this animistic implement is however the attempt to
produce the appearance of hair on the forehead, by five short
incised lines which penetrate the brown coating of the cortex.
The result is a definite representation of the head of an animal
most nearly resembling Bos.

It might be thought possible that this implement had been found
and touched up by a collector, but I think that the facts render
this solution impossible. Where the outline of the head has been
made by fine chipping, this has a lustrous white patina of exactly
the same appearance as the remainder of the flaking and chipping
on the cone. The incised lines are also obviously of great antiquity.
Further, this field has not been ploughed since 1912 until November
last, when an entirely different set of flints was brought to the
surface. Mr. W. G. Clarke, F.G.S., who first discovered the site
in 1905 and was with me when I found the implement, is quite
convinced that no other collector had been on the field since it
was reploughed and that this implement had not been previously
exposed on the surface.

The specimen is interesting for several reasons. Most of the
animistic implements found hitherto have come from Palaeolithic
deposits. That this is of " Cissbury Type " there can be no
question, and it combines the methods used in the production
of worked bones and chalk at Grime's Graves (Report of the
Excavations at Grime's Graves, pp. 298-214 and Proceedings, Vol.
3, Fig. 63) with that of incising lines on the cortex of a flint..
(Proc, Vol. 2, Fig. 89.)




